Northeast Connecticut
Kestrel Project

www.nectkestrels.com

Working to help rebuild local populations
of the American Kestrel......

One box at a time
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Bad Idea




Good idea......
Place the box in an open area with

at least 20 acres of open field in the area.
Get the box as far out Iin the open as possible.

| refer to these areas
as microhabitats. |
believe they are very,
very important.




Perfect kestrel habitat

Milkweed, vetch, Black-eyed Susan, Queen Anne’ s lace, Daisy fleabane, mullein




What you don’t want

to see...........




non target species using box

birds in vicinity

cleaned out
no activity

eggs in box
birds in box

date birds banded
Mansfield 3/23 X
Brown's Road 3/26 X
3/27 STR
41 47.588 4/1 st
072 22.820 42 | STR .
4/3 F st
4/4 st
back to index 4/5 male banded at box
417 X 1783-598-18
4/10 X
4/11 X
4/13 pair
4/14 X
4/15 X
4/16 pair
4/20 M
4/29 pair
5/6 4
6/4 AM recap
1783-598-18
6/6 AF 1783-70636
6/6 2DO
6/23 LF 20 178370690
LF 20 178370691
LM 20 178370692
LM 20 178370693
LM 18 178370694
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What have | learned in the
last six years?




How Close Will Kestrel Pairs Nest to Another Kestrel Pair?



Ruler
{ Line | Path !

Measure the distance between two points on the ground

Map Length: 302.11 Yards 4

Ground Length: 302.12
Heading: 25.51 degrees

( Save
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saturation.




How Long Is the Active Period for Egg Laying?



The window for egg laying could be as long as 6 weeks or more.

[ Number of Boxes with First Egg

Laid




What Effect Does Eliminating Starlings Have in Overall Nestbox Success?
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What are the return rates of both nestlings and
adults to the study area?






2016 Recapture Data Analysis
1. Total Number of recaps= 30

a.) Number of recaps originally banded as adults:
16 (53%)

b.) Number of recaps originally banded as
nestlings: 14 (47%)

c.) Number of total male recaps: 6 (20%)

d.) Number of total female recaps: 24 (80%)



Dates

1st week in March
2nd week in March
3rd week in March
4th week of March
1st week of April
2nd week of April
3rd week of April
4th week of April
1st week of May
2nd week of May
3rd week of May
4th week of May
1st week of June
2nd week of June
3rd week of June
4th week of June
3rd week of June
4th week of June

2011 2011 Degree Days

EEUIILLE

2%
8%
84%

100%

Yearly Shifts in Clutch Initiation Dates 2011-2016

224
402
567
862
1010
1117
1243
1324
1396
1440
1495
1515
1536

2012 2012 Degree Days 2013

0%
0%
0%
0%
8%
8%
56%
7%
2%
88%
92%
0%
100%

217
334
424
589
122
821
855
1002
1071
113
1144
1150
1150

2013 Degree Days

209

382

619

864

1034
12
1217
1334
'1399
1452
1498
1560
1581
1609
1626
1626

2014

EggEgaseees

100%

2014 Degree Days 2015 2015 Degree Days

303

517

738

1037
1179
1256
1392
1532
1598
1636
1666
1729

210

465

686

987

1128
1250
1325
1454
1494
1517
1552
1581
1581
1601
1619
1631

2016
0%
0%
0%
0%
2%
18%

15%

87%
98%
98%

100%

2016 Degree Days
1
313
478
678
854
995
1081
11%0
1301
1354
1418



First Arrivals by Gender 2016

E Females

E Males
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2/28-3/5 3/6-3/12 3/13-3/19 3/20-3/26 3/27-4/2 4/3-4/9 4/10-4/16 4/17-4/23




Where do these little guys go after they leave the box?
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Supplementary Figure 3. Movements of American Kestrel ID 216.333 from fledge date

of 26 June 2014 to last observation date of 15 September 2014.
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So there you have it......

One person-even an old
guy with a ladder- CAN
make a difference.
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