Engaging the Private Landowner in
Conserving American Kestrels
Pennsylvania’s Farmland Raptor Project
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Farmland Raptors in Pennsylvania Have
Declined Dramatically During
the Past Twenty Years
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--Declining populations of farmland-associated
birds, some threatened & endangered
--Lack of survey data on rare species

-- Most field habitats are privately owned

?Solution?:
Engaging
Landowners
INn conservation




The Farmland Raptor Project

Goal = Reach out to landownezrs to:

- Enlist help in locating breeding and wintering
sites

- Encourage farmland owners to put up boxes,
delay mowing for harriers and owls

- Encourage birders to report sightings to us or to
EBird to identify key sites winter and summer

- Encourage birders to revisit historical sites
- Create easy to use on-line system of reporting
- Include staff verification/education
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Project Goals 2012-2016

Gather updated =2
information on P
distribution of four
speciles of declining
farmland raptors in
Pennsylvania

Improve collaboration
and reward land owners




Outreach BARN OWL
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Landowner recognition
Conservation Partner
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Farmland Raptors Project
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www.hawkmountain.org/farmlandraptors




Farmland Raptor Website
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Pennsylvania Farmland Raptor Project

Help save farm friendly raptors

JOIN THE NETWORK or Just Learn More
Watch a video, courtesy of Berks Co TV
Report a sighting now using the online form link:

BENEFIT FOR BIRDS

» Online Sighting Form : .. 5 oo CORPORATE SPONSOR

Soaring over your farm or field could be the

grassland raptor we're searching for. The Barn
Owl, American Kestrel, Short-eared Owl and £ ik , Become
Northern Harrier prefer this landscape and can o & A Member

benefit landowners as wel:

Raptors on your property indicate a heafthy environment

Raptors prey on rodents, snakes and large insects

Less rodents and insects mean you can reduce the amount of pesticides used
Raptors are impressive to watch and fun to identify

Improve habitat at home--and maybe make some money!
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Online Sighting Report Form

Farmland Raptor Sightings

T | Species v|  |NumberSeenv | |Behavior v|  |Habitat

Please enter GPS coordinates or nearest crossroads. Or select GPS coordinates by clicking the "GeoPicker

below.
| GeoPickd

How do I get GPS Coordinates
+Add Another
Sighting

General Comments

Observer Information Landowner Information




New Displays tor Outreach

Conserve Our Farmland |
Farmland Raptors
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Conserve Our

Conserve Our Farmland Raptors

Farmland Raptors

These raptors are

GROUND NESTERS

Conserve Grasslands

These raptors are

CAVITY NESTERS

Provide a Nestbox

AMERICAN
KESTREL

BARN OWL

NORTHERN
HARRIER
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Join the Pennsylvania Farmland Raptor Network
www.hawkmountain.org/farmlandraptors
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Join the Pennsylvania Farmland Raptor Network
www.hawkmountain.org/farmlandraptors
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Events, Talks, Articles in 2016

Fairs, Talks, Presentations
PA Farm Show (7 day)

PSU Ag Day **

PA Sustainable Agricultural
Conference **

Kutztown Future Farmers of
America

Blue Mountain Wildlife Asso.
PA Young Farmers Asso. Winter
Meeting

Kutztown Middle School
Schuylkill County Fair

PA German Cultural Heritage
Center

Kempton F

Heemet Fescht

Christmas on the Farm

Hope Hill Lavender Farm Fest

Berks County Parks Go Fly a Kite Day
Meridian Bank Retiree Group Luncheon
Covered Bridge Festival

Ag Progress Days**

Somerset County Fair

Old Dry Road Farm Fall Festival

Journals Articles:

Historic Barn and Farm Foundation
Hay and Forage Grower

Farming Magazine

**Done by Shavers Creek Raptor

Center



Involving students & scouts in
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2012-2016

Farmland Raptor Network

Landowners Observers Information Supporter
Requests




Results 2012 -2013
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Pennsylvania Farmland Raptor Project
Information Requests and Land Owners
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Compared to Atlas records from 2004-
2009

Pennsylvania Farmland Raptor Project

Northern Harrier Sightings
2012 - 2013
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Pennsylvania Farmland Raptor Project
-eared Owl Sightings

2012-2013
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Wintering Kestrels

Pennsylvania Farmland Raptor Project
American Kestrel Non-breeding Season Sightings 2016
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Kestrels in Education at Hawk Mountain

Kestrel Web Cam (& videos)
Teacher Workshop
Kestrel Curriculum

FOR INFO

see www.hawkmountain.orq
Or Erin Brown,
brown@hawkmountain.org



http://www.hawkmountain.org/
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